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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
The average BOE appropriated increase has 
been 3.2% over the last five years (2.0% over 
the last three years). The rate of inflation in the 
education sector over the same five year period 
has been 5.7%. This means that the gap be-
tween national inflationary increases and the 
Plainville BOE appropriation has been approxi-
mately $750,000 per year. The only way to close 
this gap has been to eliminate existing programs 
and services. Unfortunately, over the last two 
years, the Board of Education has eliminated: 
30.5 positions, PHS indoor track and fall cheer-
leading, the Bushnell Program, Talcott Moun-
tain, the late bus, fall sports at MSP for one year 
and a wide array of professional development, 
instructional supplies and facility repairs. 

Quesnel Featured in Performance  
Toffolon Music Teacher Kenneth Quesnel re-

cently performed in a Bach concert presented  

by CONCORA, Connecticut’s premier profes-

sional choral ensemble. Quesnel, who sings 

Bass, has been a member of the group for ap-

proximately six months. During the concert, the 

group performed the 6 Motets of J. S. Bach. Ac-

cording to Quesnel, the concert is commonly 

referred to as “Motet Madness” as it is among 

the most challenging vocal music ever written.  

Project H.O.P.E. In The News 
The Project H.O.P.E. (Helping Our Peers Excel) 
program, coordinated by Linden School Psycholo-
gist Suzanne Schweitzer and Plainville High 
School Assistant Principal Jonathan Coe, was 
recently featured on the Making the Grade seg-
ment on NBC 30. The piece highlighted the Pro-
ject H.O.P.E. session held on February 12 at 
Wheeler School, as well as interviews with 
Schweitzer, Wheeler and Plainville High School 
student participants.  

Did You Know?  
March is Board of Education Appreciation Month! 
Thank you to our Board of Education member vol-
unteers Kirby Deegan, Jesse Gnazzo, Anthony 
Goldberg, Lorri Goldsmith, Cheryl Provost, 
Patrick Ringrose, Andrea Saunders, Becky 
Tyrrell, and Barbara Willard, who share their 
time, talent, and expertise on behalf of our school 
district! 

Theater Club Gives Back to PHS 
Last fall the PHS Theater Unlimited Club, under 
the direction of faculty member, Thomas Ric-
cardo, produced “Seven Crazy Plays” - a series of 
seven one act plays where students were able to 
learn basic theater skills and direct, act and pro-
duce seven one act shows. The production was 
created to raise funds to enhance the PHS thea-
ter. Not only did the students use the funds to im-
prove the high school’s control booth, but with the 
help of the Facilities Department and Facilities 
Manager Mel Masse, they refurbished and 
painted the stage floor over the winter holiday 
break. The goal of the Theater Unlimited Club is to 
increase and promote the arts in Plainville.  

March BOE Meeting Reminder 
The next regular meeting of the Plainville Board 
of Education will be held on Monday, March 8, 
2010, at 7:00 PM, in the Plainville High School 
cafeteria. Meetings are open to the public. 
 


